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I ’ l l  f u l l y  admi t  tha t  head ing 
i n to  US  Spor t s  Cong re s s  fo r  the 
f i r s t  t ime  th i s  yea r,  I  c e r t a in -
l y  had  my  que s t i on s .  T he  i dea 
o f  a  spo r t s  t ou r i sm  con f e rence 
w i thou t  the  bu i l t - i n  gua ran t ee 
o f  s chedu l ed  appo in tmen t s  wa s 
d i f f e ren t .  I  wa sn’ t  s u re  what  t o 
expec t ,  no r  the  po t en t i a l  im -
pac t  I  cou ld  make  fo r  my  com -
pany.   T hough  he s i t an t ,  I  knew 

th i s  con f e rence  had  ove r  a  de -
cade  o f  expe r i ence,  s o  l ook  ou t 
Co lumb ia ,  I  wa s  coming. 

Ar r i v ing  a round  noon  on 
Sunday,  I  headed  s t r a i gh t  t o 
Co lon ia l  L i f e  Arena .  Co lumb ia 
Spor t s  had  inv i t ed  r i gh t s  ho ld -
e r s  t o  j o in  them a t  the  USC 
ba ske tba l l  g ame  ag a in s t  t he 
Hous ton  Coug ar s .    T he  Co -
lumb ia  Spor t s  t eam proved  a 
g rea t  ho s t  a s  t hey  made  the i r 
rounds  en su r ing  eve r yone  in 
the  su i t e  knew  one  ano the r.  O f f  
t o  a  good  s t a r t .  

In  my  book ,  t he re  a re  a  f ew 
th ing s  tha t  can  make  o r  b reak 
a  con f e rence,  and  food  i s 
de f i n i t e l y  one  o f  t hem.   Lou 
Mengso l ,  P re s i den t ,  US  Spor t s 
Cong re s s ,  s pa red  u s  the  t yp i -

ca l  conven t i on  g ray  meat  and 
mys t e r y  s auce.  I ’m  p re t t y  su re 
I  l e f t  Co lumb ia  w i th  a  b i t  o f  
ex t r a  bag g age.   No t  on l y  d id 
they  en su re  we  were  t rea t ed  t o 
de l i c i ou s  l o ca l  che f  c rea t i on s 
th roughou t  the  weekend ,  spon -
so r s  s t e pped  up  and  had  the i r 
l o ca l  f avo r i t e s  sh ipped  in .  Bu f -
f a l o ’s  w ing  s auce,  sp i ked  c ide r 
f rom R ichmond  and  a  l i t t l e 
bourbon  c ream f rom Lex ing -
ton .  I  am no  food i e,   bu t  good 
food  i s  good  food ,  and  th i s  t eam 
knocked  i t  ou t  o f  t he  pa rk . 

Wak ing  up  Monday,  I  r ea l -
i zed  how  exc i t ed  I  wa s  t o  NOT 
wor r y  abou t  appo in tmen t s .  I 
l ooked  a t  t he  even t  s chedu l e 
i n  a  new  l i gh t .  I  had  an  op t i on 
t o  comp le t e l y  cu s tomize  exac t -
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Columbus Sports, thank you for being an 
AMAZING host, and please tell the Blue Marlin 
to keep the collard greens warm, I will be back 
soon! 

If you ever get a chance to see Lee Kitchen 
speak, do it. Better yet, bring your whole team. 

Next time you see Kristie Hoover’s (Kayak Bass 
Fishing) name on a list of conference attendees, 
find her and introduce yourself.  She’s amazing 
and is raising the bar for everyone. 

l y  what  I  wan ted  my  con f e r -
ence  t o  be.   I t ’s  t he  end  o f  t he 
yea r,  eve r yone  had  a  s chedu l e 
s t a cked  w i th  t r ave l  and  “ge t t i ng 
i t  done” .   Now he re  we  were, 
a  sma l l  s e l e c t  g roup,  i n  th i s 
amaz ing  wa l kab l e  downtown , 
w i th  the  f re edom to  connec t 
a t  w i l l .   T here  were  speake r s 
I  wan ted  t o  s e e,  round  t ab l e s 
ho s t ed  by  peop l e  I  wan ted  t o 
mee t ,  peop l e  I  j u s t  wan ted  t o 
goo f  o f f  w i th ,  and  I  cou ld  ac -
tua l l y  do  so  becau se  the re  wa s 
a  s chedu l e  tha t  d id  no t  have  u s 
c rank ing  15  hour s  a  day.  

THAT I  be l i eve  i s  t he  mag -
i c  o f  t h i s  con f e r nece,  and  i t ’s 
we l l - po s i t i oned  p l a cemen t  i n 
the  ca l endar.

T h i s  i s  your  connec t i on  con -
f e rence,  t he  l ong  conve r sa t i on 
con f e rence.   T h i s  con f e rence 
remind s  u s  a l l  t o  g e t  ou t  o f  
ou r  l i t t l e  bubb l e s  and  remem-
ber  how  “ in  th i s  t oge the r”  we 
a l l  r ea l l y  a re.  B l ame  i t  on  the 
sou the r n  cook ing  o r  the  Chr i s t -
mas  mus i c ,  bu t  th i s  con f e rence 
j u s t  g ave  me  the  war m and  fuzz -
i e s .  A f t e r  4  day s  o f  g e t t i ng  t o 
j u s t  c a sua l l y  t a l k  w i th  ded i ca t -
ed  member s  o f  my  eco - s y s t em, 
I  l e f t  t h i s  con f e rence  re - ene r-
g i zed  abou t  the  amaz ing  peo -
p l e  I  have  the  po t en t i a l  t o  work 
w i th . 

So  in  a  nu t she l l ,  i f  you  have 
a  chance  t o  go ,  t h i s  con f e rence 
i s  t he  pe r f e c t  way  t o  wrap  up 
your  yea r.   Don’ t  come  in  gun s 
a  b l a z ing  ready  t o  make  a  s a l e . 
In s t ead ,  do  your  homework , 
spend  some  t ime  and  come 
ready  t o  a s k  a  f ew  g rea t  que s -
t i on s  and  have  some  qua l i t y 
conve r sa t i on .   You  w i l l  no t  be 
d i s appo in t ed  w i th  the  company 
you  f i nd  your s e l f  s u r rounded . 
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